TALES of chivalry, feats of arms and famous victories have flung a glamour of romance over the period when Edward III was Lord of England and half of France. But the underlying tragedy of human suffering has been glossed over, for the old chroniclers, delighting in the narratives of which they were the actors or witnesses, have failed to tell us the fate of those who fell in battle, how they were nursed, or how their wounds were tended. It is only by diligent search of contemporary documents and by inference that we can hope to repair this omission.
TALES of chivalry, feats of arms and famous victories have flung a glamour of romance over the period when Edward III was Lord of England and half of France. But the underlying tragedy of human suffering has been glossed over, for the old chroniclers, delighting in the narratives of which they were the actors or witnesses, have failed to tell us the fate of those who fell in battle, how they were nursed, or how their wounds were tended. It is only by diligent search of contemporary documents and by inference that we can hope to repair this omission.
Medical histories have little to say about this period, for, with the exception of a brief mention of some surgeons attached to the army of Edward I and the wellknown works of John of Gaddesden and John of Arderne, there is a blank until the reign of Henry V. From a perusal of Malgaigne's Introduction .to his " Histoire de la Chirurgie " one might be led to believe that at that period England had no doctors, or that if they did exist they were of little account. The following notes may help to dispel this impression and prove that Edward III had physicians and surgeons, who though they left no writings behind them, at least served their Sovereign faithfully and deserved the favours he so freely bestowed on them.
These records concern the lives of two physicians and two surgeons who occupied the positions of physician and surgeon respectively to Edward III, and cover a period of over fifty years, roughly from 1317 to 1379. They have been collected from various State documents and are set Qut in full in an appendix to this paper, which is of the nature of a deductive summary.
It is disappointing for us, but only natural, that the surviving records should deal mainly with gifts of land or money with which the sovereign rewarded his faithful servants, and that details appertaining to the technique of medicine should be omitted. They are, however, of value as indicative of the customs of the times and of the status and mode of life of our medical predecessors.
It appears that it was customary for King Edward III to have attached to his person a physician and a surgeon who accompanied him wherever he went, both in peace and in war; and it is now possible to state their names, the names of some of clothing as squyers for the body, or xl s. of houshold; and yerely to hym by petytion allowed in the end of the yere before the Steward, Thesaurere, Countroller, Cofferer, at the countyng-house, for medycynes geven to the sycke and hurt officers, bought by the seyde maister surgeoune xl. s. And if hymselfe be sycke or bleed, then he taketh sycke lyverey with squyers for the body. He hath into this courte lycjnsed two honest persons, wayters on him, and carryage for his own clothe sacke, by the oversight of the countroller. Also in this office, one yoman surgeon etyng in the King's chambre or hall, if he be one of the numbyr of yomen of the chambre; and for his dayly wages, if he be present in courte, presented in the chekker rolle, iiid. and clothing with the houshold, and chaunces, or xviiis. He, and the groome of this office, have one honest child or servaunt into this courte, and lyverey for theyre horses in towne and countrey togyder, by the herberger. To this office is delivered a parte of the old broken mete, clothes and towells, perused in the ewry, delyvered and remembred by the countroller or countyng-house, that may record where they be spent, to make playstyrs for the sycke officers of this courte, and other longyng thereto. Also this yoman, if he be lette bloode, or othyrwise sycke, he taketh two loves, one mnesse of grete niete, one gallon ale, for all; and he hathe his competent beddyng, carryed by oversight of countroller for the groomes and hym together; one groome in this office; if he be not admitted groome of chambre, then he sittythe in the halle with groomes of houshold at the towell; he taketh reward and clothing of the countyng house, as othyr lyke of chambre doen; also sycke lyverey. And he setteth for this office, one gallon ale, and in wynter, dim' talwood, two peris' candells, russhes and litter for this office, and carryage for his bedd by the countrolloure. And in this office a small coffer, with plaistyrs and medycens for the King and his houshold, assigned by the countroller. All these persons had byn accustomed to have part, after theyre degrees, of suche giftes as be gevyn generally to the houshold, if any of them be present at the tyme of gevinge; if also they stand not affermed as yoman and groome of the chambre.
" Potyeary," etyng in the halle or chambre, amonge, if he be of the numbyr of yomen of chambre, and when, and as often as the ussher of the chambre wolle assigne; takynge wages and clothynge of the countyng-house, lyke to other yomen aforesayde; carryage with one coffyr of the Kinge's stuffe reasonable, by oversight of the countroller and halfe a bedd for hymself and a groome; all the remanent of his medycyns and ingredients, payde of the jewell-house, by oversight of Fysycian, and by audyght of chamberlayn of the Kinge: and if he be sycke or lett bloode, then he taketh syke lyverey as the yoman surgeon; and parte of the general giftes geven to the houshold, if any be, except alway that suche as be perfaitely of the numbyr of the King's chambre, they take theyre part with the chambre and not with bothe; he hath neither groome nor page, but if any able groome be in the ewry.
[Liber Niger Domus Regis Edw. 4, published in "A Collection of Ordinances and Regulations for the Government of the Royal Household."-Society of Antiqutaries, 1790.1 It is evident from the above that the duties of these officers were by no means nominal. They had to look after the bodily health of the King and of his officers, and in addition to perform the function of a medical officer of health. It cannot have been an enviable task to supervise the dietary of a monarch, and the fact that they maintained their positions over long periods argues the possession of a large amount of tact.
MASTER PANCIUS DE CONTRONE.
The first physician to the household of King Edward III was one Master Pancius de Controne or Verona, who occupied a similar position with King Edward II. We hear of him first in the year 1317, when he is described as the King's leech (Medicus) and clerk; and was given a grant of 25 pounds a year to be received at the Exchequer at Christmas "as long as he shall remain in the realm."
On account of his name and the fact that he is called in one of the documents Master Pancius de Verone, it may be guessed that he was an Italian. He had also a brother, named Peregrine de Controne, a merchant, the son of Bonoditus de Controne deceased, who in 1319, 12 Edward II, was granted the custody of the customs of wool, hides and wool-fells in Ireland.
Edward III came to the throne in 1327, and it appears that he took on his father's physician and further rewarded him, for in 1328 it is recorded that he made a grant to Master Pancius de Controne, King's clerk and physician of the manor of Temple Guyting, co. Gloucester, in place of the 100 pounds granted him previously, and that the grant was made on account of his services to the late king, queen Isabella and the King.
Nothing is known as to the professional status of Master Pancius, nor where he received his medical training except the inference that he was an Italian. There are references (quoted in full in the appendix) which show that he served King Edward III for some ten years and that a considerable number of grants of land were made to him. There are also records which show that he was a moneyed man and that he had lent money to the Priory of St. John of Jerusalem and also to King Edward himself, for in 1337 the King acknowledges that he received from Master Pancius the sum of £4,068 16s. 8d, as well as 9 florins royeaux, 5 florins a l'aignel and three forins of Florence.
The last reference that I can find to this physician is an order, dated the 26th May, 1338, to Richard de Foxcote, late Sheriff of Gloucester, to pay to Master Pancius de Controne, the King's leech, £25 of arrears which were due to his account.
The name of Master Pancius now disappears from the records, and he presumably died or retired about this date, after twenty years' service to the Royal Household during the reigns of both Edward II and Edward III.
MASTER JORDAN OF CANTERBURY. The successor of Pancius to the post of Physician to Edward III was Master Jordan of Canterbury who is described as a clerk in the year 1326, but in a grant given at Antwerp on the 20th November, 1338-the year of our last record of Master Pancius-he is given the title of " King's physician" and is granted an annuity of 20 marks.
He seems to have been appointed on probation in the first instance, but evidently gave satisfaction for on November 8, 1340, when the King was at Ghent, an order was issued in which it was stated that the King engaged Master Jordan for life as his doctor, on account of the expert skill he had found in him, and that he was to receive the usual robes and wages at the hands of the keeper of his wardrobe.
Again, in 1343 the King granted him £20 yearly for life, to be received from the men of Dorchester, co. Dorset, in consideration of his great labours and expenses in the King's service on either side of the sea.
Of the many expeditionary forces sent out from this island, aflame with lofty purpose or intent on plunder, there is none which captures the imagination more than that body of men some 40,000 strong which sailed from Southampton in 1347 to spoil and plunder up to the very gates of Paris and to secure undying fame on the field of Cr6gy. Though small, it was an efficient, highly-organized and well-equipped force with a reputation for shooting which inevitably calls to our minds that other wonderful army which left these shores in August, 1914. In such a well-equipped force one might have expected the medical service to have been well represented. Unfortunately this was not so. I am unable to find one single reference to medical men in the contemporary accounts of the battle of Cr6qy, nor mention of any provision for the disposal of the sick and wounded. Military surgeons of ancient times were seldom mentioned and were held in scant esteem. Reluctantly we must come to the conclusion that at this time medical arrangements for the wounded did not exist.
Yet there is evidence that one doctor at least, namely Master Jordan of Canterbury, accompanied the King in his expedition of 1347, shared in the fatigues and anxieties of his march across France and in the astounding triumph of Cr6qy.
In proof of this contention are the facts that Jordan's name is cited in June, 1346, in the French Roll, as having letters of protection from having to find contributions of armed men, on account of his being about to set out with the King. His name also occurs in Wetewang's Accounts of the War (published in vol. xviii of the William Salt Archaeological Soc., 1897) where it is stated that he received as wages of war, 109 shillings for a period of three years and a half and 56 days. He was still on active service in the 22nd year of the reign of Edward III, for it is recorded that he again received wages of war, but this time the amount is not given. Of Jordan's subsequent history not much is known, though it is evident that he retained the royal favour; for in 1350 his son William was nominated to receive a pension from the abbot and convent of St. Albans, and in 1352 his two sons Adam and William, in consideration of the good service done by their father, were granted, each of them sixpence a day to be taken yearly by the hands of the sheriffs of London. . In 1352 another notice appears, that, on account of good services done by Master Jordan, the King granted to his daughter, Margaret, the sum of 71d. a day out of the issues of the City of London, until provision should be made for her by the King, or his heirs, of a marriage or other competent aid. Later in 1359, at the supplication of Master Jordan, the King, by letteiks patent, granted Margaret the 7_d. a day for life even though she did marry.
Perhaps Jordan felt that this was the last provision he could make for his daughter, for he shortly died, after some thirty-five years of service with the royal household, as the following record proves:-" Master Hugh de Rungeton master of the king's engines is sent to the abbot and convent of St. Augustine Canterbury to have such maintenance in that house as Master Jordan de Cantuar the king's physician (phisicus) in his lifetime had. 1361. June 3."
It seems likely that in his declining years Jordan found asylum in that monastery in which he passed his early life.
RODGER DE HEYTON.
Roger de Heyton was the first surgeon to Edward III, for there is the following entry in the Calendar of Patent Rolls, dated March, 1328:-" Grant for life at the request of Edmund, Earl of Kent, to Roger de Heyton, the king's surgeon, of the custody of the town of Pennanthlu, co. Merioneth, which Madok ap. Adam in his lifetime held by grant from the late king."
The Earl of Kent was the King's paternal uncle and one of the standing council appointed in 1327 to govern for the young King (D.N.B.). He is described by Froissart as "wise, affable and much beloved." What is more likely, then, that Roger served King Edward II as his surgeon even as Master Pancius de Controne was the court physician both to Edward II and Edward III? That Roger continued in the royal favour is evident from the fact that grants of land were made to him from time to time. In 1331 a property at Aberfrowe was committed to him during the King's pleasure, for which he had to pay a rent as much as others had rendered for it previously. This appears to have been 71. a year. But in 1339, in consideration of the fact of Roger staying continually by the King's side, he was released for life of 101. of the said rent and later in 1342 there was an order to proclaim a market at Aberfrowe, on every Thursday, and two fairs yearly, to last six days, from which presumably Roger drew fees. Roger, in all probability, did not reside at his Welsh estate; it would have been too far away for him to perform his services and Edward may have found it difficult to provide accommodation, for in 1333 he sent him to the abbot and convent of St. Albans to receive, in consideration of his good service, such maintenance in their house as John le Squiller, deceased, had.
In 1337, however, Roger was well set up, for he received a grant in fee of a tenement in the town of Westminster, which he held till his death.
There seems reason to believe that Roger practised at Westminster in his spare time, because in 1346 there is a record in the Calendar of Close Rolls that Michael (de Ponynges) and Margery (late the wife of Nicholas le Beche) acknowledged that they owed Master Roger de Heyton, surgeon, 20 1. It seems likely that they never liquidated the debt, for in the following year Michael was killed and Margery ravished.
The question as to whether Roger was present at the battle of Cr6gy must, I am afraid, remain undecided. It seems clear that he was intended to partake in the expedition, for in the French Roll, dated May 15, 1346 (vol. xviii, William Salt Archaological Soc.), is preserved a writ to the Bailiff of St. Albans: "to exonerate the King's beloved Magister, Roger de Heyton, the King's surgeon, who was about to set out in the King's service, from any contribution to find armed men on account of his lands and tenements in that town." According to the Chronicler, Thomas WValsingham, he held property in St. Albans near the Fish Shambles (Gesta Abbatum Monasterii Sancti Albanis, Rolls Series, Vol. ii, p. 358). Unfortunately Wetewang in his "Accounts of the War" does not mention Roger's name and so whether he sailed with the expedition or not must remain in doubt. Perhaps his health failed him, for he died on May 13, 1349.
We know the exact date of his death owing to the fact that there was some dispute as to the ownership of the house in Westminster, and an Inquisition was taken at Westminster, Monday after St. John the Baptist, 28 Edward III, to inquire as to the lands and heirs of the said Roger. The finding was that the messuage was held of the King in chief by service of 2d. yearly. It was worth 20s. yearly before the staples (stapule) were set up (errecte) and now 40s. yearly.
He left a widow named Isabel, and two daughters, Alice and Isabel, both under age.
MASTER ADAM ROUS. For the next ten years after the death of Roger de Heyton I cannot find any record of a surgeon, and it is not till the year 1359 that we meet the following entry in the Calendar of Close Rolls:
The next entry is in 1361, when the King granted to Rous the lease for life of a messuage and four shops in the Poultry in the City of London, a messuage in Lombard Street, and three shops in Berchernerislane.
In 1372 this property was further granted to him " in fee," that is to say, he was given the freehold, and later we find Rous disposing of them in his will.
In 1372 we find that Rous is profiting again by a grant from the King of certain property in Essex. This is the last reference to be found in which Master Adam Rous is described as the King's surgeon. His roval master Edward III died in 1377 and it, seems unlikely that he remained in the service of his successor, Richard II, for, in an indenture, dated May 25, 1379, made with Robert de Swyllyngton he is described as: " Master Adam Rous of the Poultry surgeon in the city of London."
In that year Rous died, for his will was proved and enrolled ir, the Court of Husting on Monday the Feast of St. James, Apostle, July 25, 1379.
In his will he desired to be buried in the monastery of St. Albans, and he left numerous bequests, among which was one to the new work of St. Paul's and the reversions of certain tenements to the Prior and Convent of S. Bartholomew de Westsmythfeld. He left his wife, Juliana, a certain tenement in the parish of All Hallows for life, and to William Bowyer, his son, he left property in the parish of S. Andrew upon Cornhull and house property to his brother William. To Sir William Stodeleye he bequeathed a girdle with pouch and knife, given him by the Duke of
Lancaster.
There is no evidence to show where Adam Rous came from, where he was educated or what was the quality, of his work. His very name may be only an indication of the colour of his hair and not his surname as we mean it now. From the fact that he was a citizen of the City of London and that he left property in his will to the Prior of St. Bartholomew's and that one William le Rous was at one time Master of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, it is tempting to believe that Master Adam Rous was once a brother of that Hospital and gained there that knowledge of surgery which secured him later the proud position of the King's surgeon. Unfortunately, though, for that theory William le Rous, the master of the hospital, died in 1338 (Norman Moore, "History of St. Bartholomew's Hospital"), and could not have beenl Adam's brother William mentioned in the will. The place of the early training of Adam Rous must remain a matter for conjecture only. These extracts, extending over a period of fifty years and covering the reign of Edward III, bear evidence as to the lives of two physicians and two surgeons who, as far as I know, have not previously been mentioned in medical histories.
Unfortunately none of them has left any medical writings or personal records, so that we can only guess at the methods they employed or where they received their medical training.
Were they lay brothers who picked up scraps of medical lore in their monasteries or had they attended the medical schools of Oxford, Paris, Montpellier or Bologna? There is no evidence to tell. It is a pity thev left no writings, but there is no reason on that account to believe that they were inferior in practice to famous men such as Henri de Mondeville, or John of Arderne, who by their works prove that medicine of the fourteenth century attained a very high standard.
Arderne must have been familiar with all the men we have been mentioning and it is pleasant to think that he may have been their colleague in many of the campaigns in which they participated. "Grant for life to Master Pancius de Controne, king's clerk and physician, of the manor of Temple Guytyng, co. Gloucester, in the king's hands by reason of the rebellion of Hugh le Despenser the younger, in place of the 100 1. granted to him on the 10th March last out of the farm of the town of Northampton until he be provided with land of that value, for life, and which latter grant was made to him in compensation for lands granted to him by the late king and subsequently taken from him, at the suit of certain men, by the last parliament of Westminster." (N.B.-He was granted a 100 1. yearly at the Exchequer on surrender of the manor oJ! Guytyng. May 11. 1328.) Calendar of Patent Rolls. " To the treasurer and barons of the exchequer. Order to cause due allowance to be made to the bailiffs of Norwich in the ferm of their town for the sums they have paid to Master Pancius de Controne, the king's leech, by his order, as the king lately granted to the said Pancius for his good service to the late king, and to himself, and to retain him in his service, 1001. for life, to be received yearly at the exchequer, until the king should provide him with 100 1. a yere of land or rent for life ........ " License for Master Pancius de Controne, the king's physician, to grant in fee or for term of years as he will to any of the king's allegiance but not in mortmain, the manor of Gutyng, held in chief, with its hamlets and members, knights fees, advowsons of churches, and all other appurtenances as fully as he holds it by grant of the king." Calendar of Patent Rolls. 11 Edward III. 1337. August 30. Westminster.
(Vacated
"Acknowledgement of the king's indebtedness to his physician, Master Pancius de Cantrone in 4,0681. 16s. 8d., received from him in the treasury, and in 461. 13s. and nine florins ryals, five florins of the lamb, and three florins of Florence, a lon; with promise to repay these." Calendar of Close Rolls. 11 Edward III. 1337. July 28.
" Order to deliver to Master Pancius de Controne, the king's leech, or his attorney, all the lands, possessions, benefices, goods, chattels of the men of the power of the king of France in co. Gloucester and not to intermeddle therewith."
Calendar of Close Rolls. 11 Edward III. 1337. October 17. Westminster. " To the treasurer and barons of the exchequer and to the chamberlains. Order to deliver to Master Pancius de Controne, the king's leech, the sums in which the king is bound to him, or to give a competent assignment therefor, when he may quickly be satisfied, receiving from him the king's letters obligatory, as the king is bound to him in 4,0681. 16s. 8d. which the king received from him in the treasury, and in 461. 13s. and nine florins royeux, five florins A l'aigne], and three florms of Florence, lent by him to the king."
Calendar of Close Rolls. 12 Edward III. 1338. May 26. The Tower. " To Richard de Foxcote, late sheriff of Gloucester. Order to pay to Master Pancius de Controne, the king's leech, 25 1., of the arrears of his account, as the king granted to Pancius 501. yearly, and ordered the treasurer and chamberlains to pay him 25 1. for Easter term last, and they have certified that they have not the money with them at present." Papal Letters-in Vol. 2 of the Calendar of Papal Registers, p. 532. 1336. 17, Kal. Oct., Pont de Sorgue (f. 260 d.) . To the Treasurer and Barons of the exchequer. Order to allow eight marks yearly to the bailiffs of Melcombe, co. Dorset, in the ferm of that town, if they find that they paid eight marks yearly to Master Jordan de Cantuar(ia), the king's physician, as the king granted to him eight marks to be received yearly of that ferm for life, and ordered the bailiffs to pay him the said eight marks yearly.
Calendar of Close Rolls. 23 Edward III. 1350. November 18.
William, son of Master Jordan de Cantuar, the King's physician, is nominated to receive a pension from the abbot and convent of St. Albans by reason of the new creation of the abbot.
Calendar of Close Rolls. 24 Edward III. 1350. November 18. Westminster. "To the bailiffs of Dorchester for the present or the future. Order to be anserable to Master Jordan de Cantuar(ia), the King's leech, for what is in arrears to him for twenty marks yearly from 18 Aug: in the seventeenth year of the reign and henceforth, as the King granted him 201. to be received yearly at the Exchequer, which letter Jordan surrendered to Chancery to be cancelled." Calendar of Patent Rolls. 26 Edward III. 1352. September 3. Westminster.
[Extract] License for the king's clerk, Master Jordan de Cantuaria, the king's physician, to grant to the king's serjeant, Peter de Brugge, the 25 1. 6s. 8d. of rent out of the town of Dorchestre and Melecombe, co. Dorset, granted to him for life by letter patent of the king ...... Calendar of Patent Rolls. 26 Edward III. 1352. October 22. "Granted for life or until they be promoted by the king, in consideration of good service done by the king's clerk, Master Jordan de Cantuaria, the king's physician, to Adam de Cantuaria and William, his brother, sons of the said Jordan, to wit to each of them 6d. a day, to be taken yearly by the hands of the sheriffs of London ; or if for reasonable cause they cannot at any time be satisfied by these, by the hand of the treasurer and chamberlain of the king." his lifetime held by grant from the late king."
Calendar of Fine Rolls. Edward III. Vol. 4, 1331. January 12. Westminster.
Commitment during pleasure to the king's yeoman, Master Roger de Heyton, the king's surgeon, of the rhingildship of the cantred of Aberfrowe, with the demesne of Aberfrowe, at the yearly rent at the exchequer of Kaernarvon of as much as others have rendered for the same hitherto.
Calendar of Close Rolls. Edward III. 1333. January 19. York. " To the abbot and convent of St. Albans. Whereas the king lately sent his surgeon, Master Roger de Heyton to them, in consideration of his good service, to receive such maintenance in their house as John le Squiller deceased, had therein by the late king's order, and they have done nothing concerning the order, as Roger has informed the king: the king therefor repeats the former order, any other order to the contrary notwithstanding. If there be any reason why they should not obey it, they are to certify the king thereof." Calendar of Fine Rolls. 1335. February 2. Roxburgh.
"Grant for life to the king's servant, Master Roger de Heyton, the king's surgeon, for good service, of the rhingildship of the cantred of Aberfreu in North Wales with the king's demesne lands and the portership there, at the yearly rent at the exchequer of Kaernarvon of as much as Yereward Voyl of Vyllour deceased rendered."
Calendar of Fine Rolls. 1336. December 20. Appears an order that Roger de Heyton shall render 71. yearly for the above grant.
Calendar of Patent Rolls. 2 Edward III. 1337. December 1. Guildford.
Granted in fee to Master Roger de Heiton, the king's surgeon, of a messuage or tenement in the town of Westminster, an escheat by the death without heir of John Dacres who held it in chief.
Be it remembered that the heirs of the said Roger sold the messuage to the king for 20 1. and surrendered these letters and so they are cancelled.
